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Baker Island Home & Lighthouse Tour
GCIHS’s big fundraising event this year will be on
July 12: a trip to Cranberry Isles’ own “Bali Hai”—
beautiful, mysterious, and remote Baker Island.

The event will include a once-in-a-lifetime chance to
go inside the Light Tower, the Keeper’s House, and
the two remaining private houses; one was formerly
the school, and has a preserved classroom. Local
guides Ralph Stanley, Hugh Dwelley, and Rebecca
Cole-Will (of Acadia National Park) will be on hand
to answer questions. Ralph is a descendant of the last
year-round resident, and Hugh has written several
publications about Baker Island.

A bag lunch with drink, chips, and your choice of

ham, turkey, or cheese sandwich will be provided.

Bring a rucksack, camera, hat and sunscreen, stout
walking shoes and jacket, and travel into history!

About Baker Island

A visit to Baker Island is a memorable treat. It is a
likely candidate for the most beautiful spot in Maine,
with views of nearby islands, the whole expanse of
sparkling sea, and the unique panorama of the moun-
tains of Mount Desert. This is what explorer Samuel
Champlain first saw, inspiring him to call MDI “L’ile
des Monts-Déserts”, the Island of Bare Mountains.
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Island’s first

in the early 1800s, though he first lived in a deserted
cabin built by unknown fishermen.

The lighthouse was the first in this region, established
in 1828 by order of President John Quincy Adams. It
was a wooden structure built on the highest point of
the island, and lit by whale oil, William Gilley was the
first keeper. The tower was rebuilt in brick, and the
fuel changed to lard oil in 1855. In 1903 the tower

- was strengthened by an extra course of bricks. The

We’ve chartered the Miss Samantha out of Bar
Harbor, with a secure disembarking system and
motorized skiff to get ashore. She’ll leave Great
Cranberry at 8:30 am and return back around 3 pm.
Tour-goers will have about 4 hours on Baker—plenty
of time to visit the Dancing Rocks and the newly-
restored cemetery, or simply relax on the shore,
gazing out toward Portugal or back to Mount Desert.

Seating is limited to 64. Visit the museum, or call 244-
7800 from 10 am to 4 pm (with credit card ready) to
reserve your seat now. GCIHS members pay $75 and
will be seated first. Others pay $100 and will be
seated from a first-come first-serve waiting list after
July 6. Rain date is July 15.

light was automated in 1966, eliminating the keeper.

The Great Cranberry Island Historical Society has just
published a new book, Baker Island, written and
compiled by Wini Smart. It tells the story of William
and Hannah Gilley, who raised a huge family on this
remote island. The book has many photos of the island
and stages of the lighthouse.

Where and When

The masthead photo shows Baker Island, looking
toward Mount Desert Island and Islesford. It was
taken July 15, 2001 when Downeast Dance visited,
and danced in 1940-era suits and dresses.
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Notes of Appreciation
The Historical Society wishes to thank the following
individuals for their special support in recent months:

» Fred Quackenbush and Bruce Komusin for shovel-
ing loam around Sammy Sanford’s Cabin.

» Janice Smith Murch for loaning and operating her
tractor to spread loam around Sammy’s Cabin.

» Donna Sonday for raking out the loam.

Milestones
May 29: 85th Birthday of Pauline Bunker. "

Membership Benefits

We constantly strive to increase GCIHS membership.
The annual dues—$15 for individuals, $25 for fami-
lies—significantly offset our substantial operating
costs. But it’s equally important to have a large and
supportive list of members. Many members volunteer
to help us in numerous ways: serving on committees,
working on projects, or hosting at the museum.

Beyond the satisfaction of helping, there are several
tangible benefits to being a member. The Museum
Store ofters a 10% discount on all items. Members get
priority reservations, and $25 off the normal price of
$100, on the upcoming Baker Island Home &
Lighthouse Tour. Future designated GCIHS excur-
sions will offer similar members discounts. Family
Membership entitles you to a free historical photo of
your choice from the GCIHS archives. So tell your
friends, relatives, and neighbors to join up, and renew
your own membership when it expires. You’ll provide

» Willie Granston, and the Great Harbor Maritime
Museum (Northeast Harbor) for loaning us a model of
the Baker Island Lighthouse for our latest exhibit.

Current Members

Dues of $15 (individual) or $25 (family), or any donation of $25 or more, starts or extends your GCTHS membership for
365 days. Members get this newsletter, 10% museum store and paid event discount, priority reservations to special events
and receptions, and (family membership only) a free historic photo of your choice. Memberships help keep Cranberry
House alive. A heartfelt Thanks to the folks below who sent their dues in June 2011 or after: '

Alson, Dr. Allan & Sue Ann Glaser
Avery, Richard & Marianne
Beasley, E.B. & Lorrie
Bennett, Charles & Nancy
Benson, Fred & Anne
Bertles, Helen

Bileck, Emily Nelligan
Bradley, James & Virginia
Bradley, Stephen

Bradley, Philip & Julie
Bradley, Katherine

Brady, Jim & Julia

Brawner, Jim & Julie

Bryan, Ashley

Buchsbaum, Peter & Elaine
Bunker, Pauline

Bunker, Wilfred & Louise
Bunker, Allison & Mary Anne
Bunker, David & Wendy Rackliff
Butt, Charles

Carter, Alice G. & Katrina
Christy, Alexandra

Colby, Gaile

Cole-Will, Rebecca
Comiskey, Elsa R.

Cooper, James & Joyce
Corley, Karl & Mary
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Corson, Neil & Candace

Cox, Richard

Cranberry Club (Mrs. Lawrie Harris)
Donald, Malcolm

Dunbar, Charles & Nelia
Dunn, Eric & Susan

Dwelley, Hugh & Shirley
Encarnation,Dennis& Kathy Graven
Fernald, Anna

Fitch, Dorothy Peterson
Freeman, Ruth F. “Robin
Fuerst, Richard G. Jr. & Joanne
Gertmenian, Jim & Susan King
Glaser, Michael & Kathleen
Glidden, Suanne

Goldberg, Mark

Grandgent, Gail

Gray, Ed & Jane

Guth, Polly W.

Hall, Margaret

Harlan, George Jr. & Charlotte
Harris, Nancy

Hartley, Holly

Hartley, Grace

Hinnant, Miriam D.
Hogg-Chapman, Cheryl

Hook, Janet A.
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Ingham, Jim & Cathy
Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Orton P.
Johnston, Chris & Vicky
Jordan-Fernald

Kane, “Cap” & Anne Eldridge
Keegin, Stafford & Susan
Kinsley, Rona

Kneeland, Sheila

Komusin, Bruce

La Montagne, Deborah D.
Liebow, Dr. Paul

Little, Carl & Peggy Beaulac
Little, Juliana

Lobkowicz, Gillian

Lyman, Lincoln & Ruth
Macfarlan, Michael D.
Madara, Ted & Linda
Marshall, Maurice Joseph
Marsoobian, Armen & Fulvia
McShea, Naomi

Methot, Claude & Janice
Michalski, Susan ~ *

Miles, Robert & Nancy
Millar, Louise

Moore, Caryll (Beal)

Moss, Jan

Mountain, Ronald P.

Murray, Virginia

Nevius, Mary

Newell, Sarah

Newell, Morrison & Johnna
Newell, Ruth

Newman, Jarvis & Susan
Olson, John

Oppenheimer, Jonathan & Jennifer
Ott, Marvin & Emiline

Pew, Arthur E. Il & Judith
Pierson, Dr. & Mrs. Richard N.
Polky, Adrien & Diane
Polshek, James & Ellyn
Quackenbush, Fred & Wini
Raup, Henry A.

" Richards, Eileen

Richman, Michael

Roberts, Owen & Janet
Robinson, John & Barbara
Rome, Abigail

Rome, Nathan & Bonnie Alpert
Saltonstall, David

Schmidt, Kenneth

Selim, Terek,Elizabeth,Sarah & Laila
Shaw, Gordon & Joy
Shoemaker, Paul & Susanne
Shorey, Ev & Joan

a valuable community service to help preserve the
history of the Cranberry Isles, and enjoy some neat
benefits in the process.

-Phil Whitney

Silvers, Damon

Spencer, June B.
Spurling, Leslie & Norma
Stanley, Ralph & Marion
Stone, Gregg & Lisa

- Storey, Joan A.

Strandberg, Louise B.
Tyrrell, John & Veronica
Uihlein, Lynde B.
Wadsworth, Laurie:

Wallace, William & Lena May
Ward, Rodman & Susan
Watson, Thomas & Leslie
Webster, Maynard & Marilyn
Wells, Donald

Westphal, Ruth

Westphal, Gretchen

White, Chris & Susan
Whitney, Phil & Karin
Williamson, Mark & Sarah
Wilson, James & Jane
Wimer, Rodney

Witham Family Ltd Partnership
Wood, Cameron & Nancy
Wood, Jonathan & Robin
Zimmerman, Steven & Sarah

. Zimkilton, Jane
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President’s Message

¥Spring is perhaps the most exciting but stressful time
of year for Cranberry House personnel. Donna
Sonday’s flowers are blooming, Sampson Gaither’s
frogs are croaking, Brucé Komusin’s computers are
humming, and Karin Whitney’s café is bustling. Jesse
Jameson is busy hammering and sawing at the
Sanford and Shaw Cabins, pressed to get the buildings
ready for summer activities. John French, Rick
Gaither, and Terry Towne battle mosquitoes to blaze
new trails and repair old ones. Wini Smart and Fred
Quackenbush rush to install museum displays for
opening day. Gail Grandgent has taken the plunge,
immersing herself in coordinating all the events and
programs this season. Toby Whitney has undergone
intensive Customer Service Representative training,
especially in quietly greeting visiting people and dogs.
(Unfortunately, he is still undergoing training.) Phil
Whitney supervises all this—generally from a dis-
tance—while sipping a cool drink from the café. Well...
somebody has to manage things.

There have been many changes around the property,
and in personnel working at the museum and café this
season. As described in our February Cranberry
Chronicle, the Sanford and Shaw Cabins were moved
up through the woods from Preble Cove to their
present locations on either side of the parking lot. Our
Open House Day on Sunday, July Ist will officially
open the cabins for public viewing. The Sanford
Cabin has been preserved essentially as it appeared
when Sammy Sanford lived there. Visitors will have
an opportunity to view the inside. The Shaw Cabin
will be used as a second classroom, so that activities
may be held concurrently in both the Arts Center and
the cabin. A new, larger pond was dug in April. Many
frogs have already homesteaded there, making a
rousing chorus day and night. Landscaping the woods
and pond areas around the entire property continues.

The new exhibit at the museum this summer involves
the history of Baker Island, including photos, artifacts,
and a large scale model of the Baker Island
Lighthouse (lights and all). The museum has several
new faces assuming duties as Receptionist this season,
including Ruth Westphal, Gail Grandgent, and
Katherine Whitney. Nancy Wood returns to handle
Sundays. The Cranberry House café has Margaret
(Peggy) Hall replacing Aaron Buchsbaum as Karin's
cashier assistant, and Aislynn (Izzy) McCafferty as
waitress and table manager. (See separate article.)
Both the café and museum opened on Memorial Day
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Weekend, which has become tradition. The season is
already off to a fine start, and visitors seem generally
pleased with these new developments.

We are always somewhat short-handed this time of
year. Cranking up for the busy warmer months
involves dozens of diverse taskings, and many of our
seasonal volunteers have not yet returned to Cranberry
Island for the summer. Buildings must be cleaned,
certain items purchased, displays rearranged, events
planned, personnel hired or volunteered, and deadlines
met. Somehow we manage to accomplish most
chores, but not without considerable angst.

Gail Grandgent has been exceptionally busy planning
and coordinating the schedule of events for this
summer. She has done an outstanding job working
with the various individuals and organizations to
complete a balanced schedule with a diverse array of
educational and entertaining programs. We continue to
broaden our field of talent, drawing on program
presenters from MDI and the five Cranberry Isles. We
anticipate perhaps the most interesting menu of
activities at Cranberry House ever offered, in this our
5th season. (See separate article-listing the major
programs.)

‘We continue to produce new and interesting historical
publications. Wini Smart is completing a history book
of Baker Island, containing assorted photos not
generally seen before, with accompanying informative
captions. We are also compiling a series of historical
island postcards for sale. Both items will be available
this summer at the Museum Store.

Although we are very tired, and summer has not yet
really begun, we still look forward with anticipation
and excitement as our activities unfold. It’s a great
time to renew friendships with returning seasonal
cottage owners, and make acquaintances with new
visitors to Cranberry Island. There are worse lifestyles
than living in our island paradise, helping present
quality programs and activities for various tastes, and
interacting with hundreds of people having a good
time on the island. I hope you will come by Cranberry
House this summer, and see what the “good life” is all
about.

Phil Whitney - President

Page 3

www.gcihs.org






