180-year-old shoes in Parsonage’
Remodeling the Parsonage was not without some his-
toric drama. While removing the chimney last Febru-
ary, stonemason Gerry Brache noticed four peculiar,
worn-out shoes and four wooden trinkets under the
demolition rubble inside the stud wall around the

old north-facing fireplace (now removed.) Later, the
remains of two dozen other shoes were found under
the kitchen wing. All these artifacts were brought to
the GCIHS archives to be photographed and cataloged.
While the remnants have yet to be investigated, the
four concealed shoes have led us on a trek far beyond
the confines of the island.

Old shoes have been found inside walls around
fireplaces and windows in New England and several
other states since Colonial times. Two other GCI
households have also found concealed shoes. Old,
worn, often repaired, mostly single shoes were

apparently walled-in as a folk ritual to bring good luck,

ward off evil spirits, or simply to be remembered.
Historical archaeologists and folklorists record many
such discoveries. The Parsonage House cache was

The Parsonage, Jaary 2,2008

reported to the Northampton Museum in the UK, and
drew a good bit of interest on an historical archaeology
Listserv. Several archaeologists dated the shoes
stylistically to the 1820s or 1830s=so they were
probably hidden about 180 years ago.

The Parsonage cache consists of four single shoes,
each of a different size: adult male and female, and
two children. All are well-worn, and the man’s shoe

is patched. They all have pegged soles (tiny wooden
pegs attaching the sole to the leather upper), a tech-
nique that was popular until about 1870. Hidden in the
wall with the shoes was the hull of a carved wooden
toy boat, and three small circular wooden objects with
holes in their centers.

Repatriation

Honoring memory and tradition, members of the Great
Cranberry Island Congregational Church decided to
return the shoes and trinkets to a non-working hollow
in the newly-installed chimney. On October 7, 2013,
the original artifacts plus four modern items were
placed in a plastic carry case inside the faux flue, on a
ledge just below the second floor.  continued on page 4

.




GCIHS Board

Officers

Phil Whitney, President Jim Bradley, Treasurer
Bruce Komusin and Beverly Sanborn, Vice Presidents
Wini Smart, Secretary

Trustees

Elaine Buchsbaum Tim Dalton
Malcolm Donald Charlotte Harlan
Chris Johnston Michael Macfarlan
Ted Madara Kitty Pierson
Mary Wallace Nancy Wood

Owen Roberts (Honorary)

Notes of Appreciation
The Historical Society wishes to thank the following .
individuals for their special support in recent months:

¥ Rodney Wimer — For donating another season of
free lawn mowing at Cranberry House.

¥ Jim Singerling — For his gift of a 55 television and
Blue Ray player, with 3-D capability.

¥ Karin Whitney — For her gfft of an air conditioner
for the Arts Center.

Milestones
Deaths: Louise Strandberg 7/1/13  Ev Shorey 7/23/13

Arrivals: New Minister, Tom & Becca Powell 9/17/13
80th Birthday: Dick Avery 7/?7/13
Miscellaneous: Final (?) GCI Ultra Marathon 7/27/13

Wanted for 2014 exhibit!

Next summer’s exhibit will highlight some of the

old photographs in our collection. We have antique
daguerreotype, ambrotype, tintype, and cabinet card
photographs. We’re looking for cameras or accessories
of the type that were used to take them. Do you have
any antique cameras in your attic that we might
display? And, even better, can you explain how they
worked? We’d also like to see more such island-related
photos. Please notify Phil Whitney or Wini Smart.
Thanks for your help.

—Wini Smart Quackenbush, winis@smart-studio.com

Current Members and Friends - Starting in 2014, GCIHS is dropping memberships and adopting a more
efficient and easier-understood Friends system. Friends’ annual renewal donations are always due in December,
though you may pay earlier. This helps us plan for next season’s events. A heartfelt THANKS to the following

folks who supported Cranberry House in 2013!

* Members who renewed after Sept. 1, 2013—marked with asterisk below—are already paid up Friends for 2014.

*Alson, Allan & Sue Ann
Glaser

Avery, Richard & Marianne

*Axelrod, Ron & Emily

Bailey, Patricia (Heliker-
LaHotan Foundation)

Bennett, Nancy N.

*Bertles, Helen

Bileck, Emily Nelligan

Bradley, James

Bradley, Philip & Julie

Bradley, Katherine

Brawner, James & Julianne

Bryan, Ashley

Buchsbaum, Elaine & Peter

Bunker, Allison & Mary Anne

Bunker, David & Wendy
Rackliff

*Butt, Charles

*Byington, Whitney

*Carter, Alice G. & Katrina

*Dunbar, Charles & Nelia
. Dunn, Eric & Susan (Susan
A. Dunn Charitable Fund)
Dwelley, Hugh L. & Shirley S.
. Encarnation, Dennis &
Kathryn Graven
*Farley, Gary W.
*Fernald, Anna
*Fitch, Dorothy Peterson
Freeman, Robin
Froehlich, Shannon & Scott
Fuerst, Richard, Jr & Joanne
*Gamett, Jim & Gigi
Garrett, Sylvia H.
Gertmenian, Jim & Susan
King
Glaser, Michael & Kathleen
Goldberg, Mark
Harlan, George & Charlotte
Harris, Nancy
Hartley, Holly & Oscar

Millar, Louise

Moss, Jan

Cleveland, Gail ~ Anderson

Cole-Will, Rebecca (Acadia  Heyerdahl, Virginia Ann Nevius, Mary
National Park ‘ (Friends of Hitty

Comiskey, Elsa Newsletter)

Corley, Karl & Mary
Corson, Neal & Candace

*Hogg-Chapman, Chery

Cox, Richard Ingham, Jim & Cathy
Craig, Karen Jackson, Mr & Mrs Orton P.
*Cranberry Club -*Johnston, Chris Jennifer

Donald, Malcolm
Donald, Peter (GCI Trust
2007)
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Johnston, Alex & Kate
Jordan-Fernald
- Kane, ‘Cap’ & Annie Eldridge

Keegin, Stafford & Susan
*Kinsley, Rona

Komusin, Bruce

*La Montagne, Deborah D.
*Lim, Chong & Judith
Little, Carl & Peggy Beaulac
Lobkowicz, Gillian
*Lyman, Lincoln & Ruth
Macfarlan, Michael D.
Madara, Ted & RosaLinda
Marshall, Maurice Joseph
McShea, Naomi

Methot, Janice

Miles, Robert & Nancy

Moore, Nancy Hadlock
Moore, Caryll (Beal)

Mountain, Ronald P.
Murch, Creighton & Janice
Murray, Virgina

Neilson, Janneke Seton

Nevius, John & Alison Hess
Newell, Morrison & Johnna
*Newman, Susan & Jarvis
*Hook, Janet & Bill Pattersonl Noble, Edna S.

Olson, John & Elin Blakstad
*Oppenheimer, Johnathan &

Ott, Emiline & Marvin
Pagels, Capt.
(Windjammer Cruises)

*Pew, Arthur E. Il & Judith B. *Southwest Harbor Hist. Soc.
Pierson, Dr & Mrs Richard N. Spencer, June B.
Pinkham, Patricia M. Spurling, Leslie & Norma
Polky, Adrien & Diane St. Germain, Robert & Lucille
Polshek, James & Ellyn Stanley, Ralph W. & Marion
Quackenbush, Fred & Wini  Sullivan, Richard & Ann
Raup, Henry A. Taylor, Clay
Rich, Louise Spurling Trotter, Mike & Sue
Richards, Eileen Twist, Brendan & Laura
*Richardson, Amy & Christina *Tyrrell, John & Veronica .
& Steve Mathew Uihlein, Lynde B.
Richman, Michael *Valenta, Jerry
*Roberts, Owen & Janet Wallace, William & Lena May
Robinson, John & Barbara ~ Ward, Susan & Rodman
*Rodiger, Georgiana *Westphal, Ruth
Rome, Abigail Westphal, Gretchen
Rome, Dan & Cindy Whaley, Susan
*Rome, Nathan & Bonnie Wheland, Dylan
Alpert White, Chris & Susan
Saltonstall, David Whitney, Phil & Karin
Sanborn, Beverly Whitney-Blake, Judith
*Schmidt, Kenneth *Williamson, Mark & Sarah
*Selim, Tarek, Elizabeth, Wilson, James & Jane
Sarah & Laila Wimer, Rodney & Donna
Shaw, Gordon & Joy Sonday
Shoemaker, Paul & Susanne *Wood, Cameron & Nancy
*Shorey, Joan - *Yorke, Robert & Judith
Silvers, Damon & Elissa Zimmerman, Sarah & Steven
McBride (Astor Street Foundation)
Singerling, Jim & Molly
Singerling, Chris
Singerling, Abigail
Singerling, Hannah

Steve & Ivy
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President’'s Message.

Winter has arrived here on the Cranberry Isles. There’s
still no snow, but temperatures have dipped into the
teens several nights this past week, and stayed well
below freezing during daylight hours. A rainstorm last
week refilled the Cranberry House Pond, and it’s now
frozen over. It should be a good winter for ice skating.

The memories of another busy summer are gradu-

ally fading. The museum and café closed on Oct. 14™,
already six weeks ago. The movie season ended Oct.
28™. This was our sixth season of operation. (Where
has time gone?) In most respects this was our most
successful season ever. We hosted over 270 events,
including meetings, movies, art exhibit days, and many
special events. Some highlights include the Art of the
Cranberry Isles exhibit, Wini Smart’s Mailboat art ex-
hibit, Peter Buchsbaum’s series of guided nature walks
on the Whistler Cove Trail, five Heliker/LaHotan Meet
the Artists programs, various other arts and crafts
classes, several concerts, and several poetry-oriented
presentations. Other notable programs were Memo-
ries of Maine Seacoast Mission’s Sunbeam, Bonnie
Alpert’s enjoyable Group Play Reading evening, Earl
Brechlin’s talk on the WWII K-14 Blimp Shootdown
off Baker Island, Gary Allen’s narrative of his run from
Cadillac Mountain to Washington, DC, a well-received
Geology Hike & Talk by UMass—Amherst Geology
Professor Sheila Seamon, and a Professional Tap
Dancing show. Mary Beth Jeffries returned with Yoga
Classes in August. Special fund raising events provid-
ing lots of enjoyment and much-needed income were
the biennial Cranberry House Auction and a Cruise

to the island village of Frenchboro under clear skies
and fair winds, which garnered rave reviews by all on
board. There were also two Open Houses featuring

the music of the Mainely Music Barbershop Quartet
and Ralph Stanley fiddling, and a Wilfred Bunker
Slide Retrospective coinciding with his island funeral.
Finally, the Cranberry House Arts Center hosted the
Ordination Reception for new year-round resident
Minister Tom Powell and wife Becca, with a large
crowd enjoying the festivities.

There were so many other positive and memorable
happenings this summer that it’s nearly impossible to
list them all. The museum experienced record-breaking
attendance: 3,424 visitors. The receptionists, whose
regulars included Gail Grandgent, Chris Johnston,
Nancy Wood, Katherine Whitney, and Bruce Komusin,
were uniformly professional and courteous, mak-

ing many new acquaintances in the process. Karin
Whitney’s café broke all previous records, continuing
the tradition of quality meals and gracious service in

a country setting. Karin was ably assisted by Peggy
Hall, Izzy McCafferty, and Katherine Whitney. Special
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mention should be made of Skye Wheland, who vol-
unteered considerable time at the café, and thoroughly
enjoyed helping out where needed. Anne Grulich, our
part time professional archivist, continued her im-
portant work, organizing our historical materials and
researchmg Cranberry Isles history, often with interest-
ing and surprising results. (See her separate articles.)
Donna Sonday and Rodney Wimer again maintained
the gardens and grounds in pristine condition, thus cre-
ating a wholly separate tourist attraction. Terry Towne,
Trail Supervisor from Maine Coast Heritage Trust,
helped install chicken wire on the Whistler Cove Trail
bog bridging to reduce slippery walking conditions in
wet weather. Volunteers from many backgrounds and
areas of expertise helped out in many ways throughout
the year, with Helen Bertles deserving special recogni-
tion for many hours donated in various taskings.

Several new projects were approved or initiated. This
year’s Cranberry Explorer shuttle was a huge success,
and we will continue it next summer. (See separate
article.) A new membership/fundraising program, the
Friends of Cranberry House, will begin in 2014. (See
separate article.) A part time advertising/marketing
position was approved, to begin in March 2014. (See
February newsletter.) The Wall of Fame photos were
expanded upstairs in the Arts Center, helping ensure
prominent past islanders are appropriately remem-
bered. Two 10’ x 20’ canopy tents were purchased for
larger lawn events. The generosity of our supporters
was evident with the gifts of two air conditioners for
the Arts Center (which made a substantial difference in
heat levels), and a 55” TV and Blue Ray player, with
3-D capability, to be wall-mounted in the Arts Center.
We also welcomed Mary Wallace, Tim Dalton, and
Chris Johnston to the Board of Trustees. (See February
newsletter for more details.)

It’s been a great personal pleasure to work with all
these wonderful people and help develop the fun-
filled programs and events each year. We will continue
making every effort to create a quality experience for
all GCIHS and Cranberry House Friends and visitors.
Wishing you the Merriest of Christmases and Happiest
of New Years. —Phil Whitney, President

Cranberry Explorer a big hit

As one of 20 volunteer Cranberry Explorer drivers, [
took delight in the response of the riders. People from
many places, some quite far away, took interest in our
island and the beauty and activities thereon. High on
the list of stops enjoyed were Cranberry House, the
“Million Dollar View” (MDV) and the Pool. As of-
ten as | emphasized the MDYV, no one offered me the
$1M, but the tips to support GCIHS were generous.
The Cranberry Explorer is an island experience which
should be continued and enjoyed.—Fred Quackenbush
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