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House and the GCI Hlstor;cal Society

A Winter’'s Tale by Helen Bertles, former
summer visitor, now also fall, winter, and spring!

As many of you know, my family moved seven times
over the 2013 season to different island homes. By
October we were determined to find one location to
nest in for all of the summer of 2014. And so we rented
Clay Taylor’s spacious winterized house and moved

in November 15 for a whole year! Who would have
dreamed that this single mother of twin boys from
Florida, and most recently Cashiers, North Carolina,
could weather the storms of a remote coastal island?

I arrived with Blaze, my therapy dog, on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 7 after dropping the boys off at school and spend-
ing the night at neighbor Michael Richman’s house in

Portland. Rising early, Starbucks in hand, it was easy

to drive to Northeast Harbor by 10:30, buy groceries at
Pine Tree market, and get to the dock loaded with per-
sonal treasures for my new 438 Cranberry Road home.

Ted and James patiently helped this bag lady store
tons of stuff on board. The sun was shining and the sea
calm as we bundled into the heated Sea Queen cabin,
and I could breathe that magic salt air again.

Imagine my surprise on arriving at GCI at low tide
(sigh) to see first the red truck, then Blair’s smiling
face. Thanks to many hands, passing belongings in a
line, the job was quickly done and so off to the store to
say hello to Holly and collect a few more essentials.

Thanks to Holly’s industrious work the General Store
is reorganized—so I needed help finding things. It’s
amazingly well-stocked and what you can’t find can
be sent over from Pine Tree anytime! The store is the

continued on page 4

Sunrise in The Pool, Mar. 8, 2014
The People of Great Cranberry

When we think of GCI, wonderful vistas come to
mind: the sparkling water, beautiful mountains,

boats bobbing in the harbor, and in the spring, fields

of wildflowers and blossoming apple trees glowing
against the dark fragrant spruces: Along with its beauty
we have another memory—the people.

Since its founding, Cranberry has been rich with
interesting personalities. Island life demands the most
from people, and helps develop a strong independence,
especially in those who live here year round. With
the influx of summer residents a wide variety of
personalities joined the mix, making for a varied

and complex whole. We’ve had ministers, artists,
musicians, boat builders, fishermen, professors, poets,
ambassadors, doctors, lawyers, and politicians, just
to name a few. Each brought their experience and
influence to the island.

In 1993 Susan Ward started the historical society with
the idea of keeping the memory of these people alive.
She asked one of her employees to tape oral inter-
views. With these early interviews and a few photo-
graphs, the museum opened in the Longfellow School
in 2000, after the last students graduated. We lost many
islanders that year. Bruce Komusin and I also felt it
was important to save our unique history and remem-
ber its people. We began to interview the people still
active. After much effort, the Society opened their own
home, Cranberry House, in 2008.

continued on page 5



Very Berry Day
Tuesday, July 29 at Cranberry House, GCI

Mark your calendar and plan to come to this exciting
new fundraiser for 2014!

A fun day of delicious food, with tours of boat yards
and gardens, interesting speakers, and complete with
a silent auction of berry baked goods and berry design
gifts. (We need lots of volunteers for this)

COOKS & ARTISTS: We hope to publish a small
Very Berry Cookbook so we need your recipes. Please

-submit desserts, drinks, salads, main dishes, cakes,
breads, candy, etc. Anything you might like that has
blueberries, strawberries, cranberries, or blackberries.
Pictures and drawings will be welcome, too. lee your
submissions to Bruce or Wini.

Artist Alert!!!

We just want to notify all you artists on Great Cran-
berry, Islesford, Baker, and Bear Islands that GCIHS
will once again host the “Art of the Cranberry Isles” at
Cranberry House: an exhibit of paintings and artistic
crafts. Dates will be August 4 to 10, with a Reception
on Sunday Aug. 3 at 5-7 pm. Artists should deliver their
pieces on August 1 or 2 (10 am - 4 pm), and pick them
up on Aug. 11 (10 AM - 4 PMm).

Downeast Magazme

A photographer and a writer for Downeast Magazine
have each made separate visits to the island in March
to prepare an article about life on Great Cranberry.
They took many photos and interviewed many
islanders. A second visit is projected for this summer,
“to observe the changes in activity and numbers of
people in different seasons. They are especially
interested in the new ministerial family, Tom and
Becca Powell, and their transition into island life, both
professionally and personally. The article is slated to
appear in the December issue. With any luck, perhaps
the Cranberry House and some of its activities will
also be presented.

Summer Nature Walks on GCI

Please plan to join us for the second year of nature
walks on Great Cranberry, led once again by Peter
Buchsbaum. Some of you may have joined Peter on
his walks to Whistler’s Cove last summer. He can
often be found wearing a bright blue hat with a large
fish projecting from the front. He is known by some on
the island as “Mr. Fish.”

Peter enjoys nature a great deal. He is busy learning
more and more about the flora and fauna of Cranberry
Island, and loves to discover people equally interested
in the same. He is open to new ideas of other places to
walk on Great Cranberry. Year-round residents, sum-
mer residents and daily visitors to the Island are all
equally welcome to walk along with him.

Having recently retired from the Judiciary in New Jer-
sey, Peter is very happy to have far more time to spend
on Great Cranberry with his wife, Elaine, and their

three grown sons, all of whom equally love the island.

Be sure to look for signs posted at Cranberry House,
and other places around the island, for the dates and
times of this summer’s walks. See you on the trails!

Echoes of the past
From The Bar Harbor Times, Oct. 23, 1947
Cranberry Isles Rose Wedge, Correspondent

Mrs. Rose Wedge spent Tuesday afternoon at
Northeast Harbor with her sister, Mrs. Frank Spurling.
She will soon leave for Boston where she will spend
the winter with her daughter, Mrs. Frank Ober.

Miss Esther Howard has gone to Ellsworth where she
will be employed for the winter.

Friends of Ebbie Brooks of Cranberry Isles are glad
to know he is off the danger list and hope he will
continue to gain.

John Howard and Oscar Wedge are each having ledges
blasted out of their wells while they have no water in
them. Rain is needed very badly.

—Phil Whitney
GCIHS Board Mllestones
Officers December, 2013: Parsonage renovations completed.
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March 15, 2014: The Town votes 64-20 to repair and
improve the GCI Longfellow School complex to allow
current public use, as well as future use as a school.
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President’s Message

You probably know by now that we’ve experienced
one of the longest, coldest, snowiest island winters in
recent memory. As | write, we still have a foot of snow
on the ground, with another big storm expected shortly.
That said, there are some initial signs of Spring—the
days are longer and the sun shines more directly (when
it does shine.) No other warmer weather signs come
readily to mind right now. '

Despite the weather, we were quite active at Cran-
berry House this winter. Anne Grulich, our profes-
sional archivist, worked three days per week in the
basement Media Room. Anne has anchored weekly
Archive Committee meetings, reviewing acquired but
unassigned items—artifacts, documents, photos, etc.—to
determine whether to archive, sell, or dispose of each
item. We are establishing an Ebay program to sell
some historical items not connected with the Cran-
berry Isles, to raise additional money for GCIHS. Also,
poking around in the basement corners revealed some
archive treasures: many older audio and video tapes
of GCI history which were stored away years ago and
gradually forgotten. These will now be resurrected and
testored. (See The People of GCI article.)

We again hosted a series of Christmas movies at the
SeaSide Playhouse just before the holiday. Throughout
the winter various meetings were held in the Arts Cen-
ter, supported by teleconferencing technology, to keep
island business moving forward. A health clinic, open
to all islanders, was also held in late February.

Having turned the corner on winter, we now begin
focusing on the upcoming season of activities and
events. The Board of Trustees has approved the pur-
chase of a larger golf cart for the “Cranberry Explorer”
shuttle operation this Summer. (See separate article.)
The Cranberry House Events Committee, chaired by
Gail Grandgent, has begun monthly meetings to plan
the schedule of programs and events for the coming
months. The SeaSide Playhouse will return once again,
presenting movies beginning in April, and the Whistler
Cove Public Access Shore Trail will be cleared and
opened, also beginning in April. Plans also are being
made for the Museum and the Café to reopen Memo-
rial Day Weekend, as in previous years.

A sure sign of spring is when our seasonal support-

ers start trickling back to the island. We always look
forward to renewing old friendships, and making new
friends as the season progresses. So tell the weather-
man to send some warmer weather our way; then
maybe the snow will be nearly gone by June, and we
can look forward to another great season of memorable
activities at Cranberry House!

—Phil Whitney, President
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Affordable Housing

Cranberry Isles Realty Trust’s “Growing Great Cran-
berry” affordable housing project is moving full steam
ahead. Two new modular homes will be constructed on
land donated by Bruce Komusin down behind Cran-
berry House. The access road right-of-way to the hous-
es runs through the Cranberry House parking lot. Con-
tracts were signed in December with Coastal Builders
of Trenton, who will be the General Contractor for the
project. They have subsequently ordered construction
of the buildings from a New Brunswick company, with .
a delivery date to Trenton by March. A closing with
the Maine State Housing Authority (MSHA), projected
for late March, will release $355,000 in anticipated
state funds for the project. Once closing occurs, ac-
tual construction on the house sites will resume. The
access road, underground utilities, and septic systems
have already been installed with CIRT private money.
Two wells will initially be drilled and, once the ground
thaws, two foundations dug. The buildings will then
be shipped by barge to Cranberry Island, and erected
within a couple of weeks. We are optimistic the con-
struction project will be completed by June. This is
important, to avoid conflicts between construction
equipment and parking for summertime Cranberry
House activities. Advertising for prospective tenants
for the two residences will begin in earnest after the
closing with MSHA. =

—Phil Whitney, President

Public Relations

We are developing a new subcommittee under the
Cranberry House umbrella to deal with the broad area -
of public relations and advertising. A part-time hourly
paid position has been established, which will be
shared by Anne Grulich and Tom.Powell. Volunteers
will make up the remainder of the committee, who will
primarily advise in identifying methods of promoting
the Historical Society and Cranberry House. Activities
will include distributing events posters, updating web-
sites with GCIHS information, advertising in tourist-
oriented publications, hosting open houses, utilizing
the Cranberry House promotional video at appropriate
venues, and generally brainstorming over public rela-
tions ideas. This concept is evolving, and other promo-
tional ideas may also be developed.

—~—Phil Whitney, President
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Winter’s Tale continued . .
social center on a winter’s day, starting with coffee

at 7 AM, thanks to Mr. Beal. At 7:30, Holly and tons

of workers arrive, as children leave for Ashley Bryan
School. Melissa is often there too, baking and prepar-
ing the hot lunch special. Who can resist cookies and
muffins with coffee? Better be back by noon for Ei-
‘leen’s mail call, or the special may be sold out! Holly
can cook a mean lasagna too—a pleasant and surprising
winter-talent from this extraordinary young mother.

The library is always a great meeting place to.work on
projects. Ingrid patiently helps this awkward computer
user navigate the web. She’s open Tuesday and Thurs-
day, but if you’re on a special project or taking on-line
courses like hard-working single mom Tiffany Tate,
Mrs. Gaither is always ready to unlock the door.

I got a local phone, internet, and Direct TV installed
my first week; Polly and Lou Millar got better service
too from those two nice young technicians!!!

The house is toasty warm—less drafty than the NC
house—with a fire blazing all day to defy the 10-20 de-
gree average outside, in the coldest winter in decades!
My first purchase on a weekly mainland shopping trip:
Muck boots—unbeatable for stability and warmth.

The snow was frequent and beautiful, dusting the roads
and fields, and icing up The Pool. Blair was really busy
and I’ve never been so spoiled: he goes around plow-
“ing driveways, scraping windshields, turning around
my heated truck so I can make the 8:30 boat to shop!

My favorite thing this winter was to cook; I had lots

of dinner parties including two with almost the whole
island: Chinese New Year on January 31, and Mardi
Gras on March 4! As there’s only about 50 people in
all on the island, it’s easy to entertain and feed a crowd
of 25 and include most everybody!

Although alone with my dog, I was never lonely
thanks to daily visits to Polly’s for tea or wine and
cheese and random conversations with those along the
road. Many thanks to Wendy and David for a fresh
turkey which inspired a Thanksgiving Feast in March.

Church on Sundays at the Ladies Aid is a real blessing.
Blair stokes the stove, Karin and I lay the luncheon
meal, and Rev. Tom Powell leads a flock of 10-15
souls in worship: Last Sunday they came by ones and
twos (even Annie Alley was well enough) until we had
17!! Wednesday in Lent we can take the commuter
boat at 6:15 to Islesford for coffee, cake, and commu-
-nion; a great chance to be with those ‘others’.

In short, Winter life on the island is delightful: full of
light and sun (especially now with daylight savings),
tons of friendships deepened in the cold brisk air by
the fire, and time to read, write, paint, or COOK!

Shh now, y’all don’t tell no one; its our secret 1sland in
the sun... gratefully, Helen
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New Trustees
Tim Dalton . ‘
Tim Dalton is an associate professor in ¢
the Department of Agricultural Eco-
nomics at Kansas State University and
formerly on the faculty at the Univer-
sity of Maine. He has an undergraduate
degree in History from Columbia
University and advanced degrees from
the University of Illinois and Purdue University in
applied economics. His work focuses on agricultural
development in Africa. He is married with two chil-
dren and two dogs.

Chris Johnston

Chris is a long-time summer resident of
Great Cranberry Island who has be-
come very involved with island affairs.
He’s a member of the Town Planning
Board, Treasurer of the Great Cran-
berry Island Congregational Church, Trustee of the
Historical Society, and Secretary of CIRT. He is a
retired webmaster and spends his winters in Portland,
ME. He has two grown children and a grandchild.

Mary Wallace

Mary is a lifelong Maine res1dent with two grown
sons and five grandchildren. She’s been Administrative
Assistant in the Guidance Department at Mount Desert
Island High School for 24 years. She is active in vol-
unteer work, community affairs, and organizations on
Mount Desert Island and Great Cranberry. Her hobbies
include reading, knitting, quilting, and cooking.
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