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Great Summer Events ‘

at Cranberry House ol ]
O/

Open House, July 6

Our Historical Museum official opening begins
with a Sunday coffee from 11:30 am to 2 pm -
on July 6, 2014. Come see the new museum
exhibits created by artist Wini Smart.

This year we highlight the history of photog-
raphy on Great Cranberry Island, with posters,
photos, and antique cameras. Marie Locke
loaned us four prints taken on GCI in the last
century by her great grandfather, Fred Morse,
of Islesford. We also show two copies of works
by renowned photographer Walker Evans. A
limited number of books are available about the
lives of both photographers, plus a new book
on Island Photography by Wini Smart.

Anne Grulich’s research last year led to a
new exhibit “180 Year Old Shoes and Cape
Style Houses on GCI.” Her work also appears
online: search for “Great Cranberry Island’s
Preble House” on MaineMemory.net and also
see hundreds of new items in the Finding Aid-
(museum archives list) on our own gcihs.org

We’ve also added new items to our Museum
Store, many Maine Made. The museum is for
your pleasure and education. Come visit and
enjoy our island’s unique history.

Newman & Oltman Guitar Duo Concert, July 19
Hailed as a “revelation to hear” by
The Washington Post, the Newman
& Oltman Guitar Duo’s phenomenal
musicianship places them solidly

at the top of their field. Their
innovative programming, matchless
technique, and ensemble precision
make them a stand-out chamber
ensemble in every way.

The Buchsbaums persuaded these
fine musicians to give a concert to
benefit CIRT and GCIHS on Sun-
day, July 19 at 4 pm at the Church.

Very Berry Day, July 29

Tuesday, July 29 (starting at 10

am) will be a fun day for the whole

family, and a way to help out Cran-
berry House too! We’re celebrating the

island’s bounty: strawberries, cranberries,

raspberries, and yes, blueberries. Have a deli-
cious lunch and a choice of homemade berry
desserts. Bid on berry inspired items at the si-
lent auction. There will be some artistically painted

furniture, art, photos, and handmade gifts. Check out

our yummy island Berry Bake Sale. Visit a beautiful garden
and view a special art show. Take a nature hike, return for a
Crantini punch, and claim your silent auction prize! This is
our only fundraiser, so bring out your family and friends.

continued on page 4



A Flattering Editorial
The Mount Desert Islander, June 19, 2014

Cranberry Means Community

Maintaining thriving year-round communities on the
offshore islands of Maine has been a difficult proposi-
tion for decades.

Employment is hard to find. Fewer and fewer people
seem to be willing to live in a place where a trip to the
store is determined by the winds and the waves and the
lack of transportation options.

While all of the inhabited islands off Mount Desert
Island have made advancements in strengthening the
fabric of their communities, progress has been espe-
cially impressive on Great Cranberry Island.

Their approach has been twofold, both with the em-
brace of activities which encourage more summer
visitors, thus boosting the island’s fledgling retail
economy, and with the creat1on of additional, afford-
able housing options.

The moving and renovation of the Cranberry House,
the opening of Hitty’s Cafe at the island’s museum, the
creation of trails to provide public access to shorelands
owned by the local land trust, and the operation of

the Cranberry Explorer, a golf cart shuttle that allows
visitors and residents to get around without a full-size
vehicle, all have helped. In the past, too many summer
day trippers bypassed Great Cranberry to spend time
on the better-known Islesford. But the larger island has
much to offer and now can be considered one of Down
East Maine’s undiscovered day-trip gems. '

Additional town-subsidized ferry runs also have
helped make it easier for folks on both Great Cranber-.
ry and Islesford to commute to jobs on the mainland.
In recent town meetings, funds have been approved to
maintain underutilized schools so the town won’t find
itself short of classroom space should enrollment pick
up in the future. »

As for housing, just this week, two more modular
homes were barged out to Great Cranberry to be in-
stalled on land provided by a generous donor. The con-
tinued efforts of the Cranberry Isles Realty Trust may
seem modest at first blush, but they signal a strong
trend in the right direction.

The strengthening of community fabric on Great Cran-
berry isn’t happening by accident. It takes the hard
work of public officials, non-profit organizations and
dedicated individuals. Other Maine islands searching
for solutions to their own concerns over a fading sense
of community would do well to emulate the Great
Cranberry approach.

Cranberry Explorer Shuttle

The Cranberry Explorer Golf Cart Shuttle will run
again this summer. Last winter the Board of Trustees
voted to purchase an 8-passenger ‘stretch’ golf cart,
based on the success of last season’s experimental
service using a rented 6-passenger golf cart. However,
earlier this spring, our former insurance carrier de-
cided to eliminate Maine auto coverage, and refused to
renew our policy. After a three-month search, covering
a wide area of New England and the eastern seaboard,
insurance coverage was finally confirmed, at very
favorable terms. To say the least, we’re ecstatic over
this development. The new cart had optional acces-
sories installed at the dealership in Monmouth, Maine,
and was then barged over from NEH to GCI. Service
began Saturday, June 28, and will end Monday, Sept.
1. Operation will remain as last year, with departures
from the Town Dock every half hour from 9 am to 6
pm daily. Trips will run the length of Cranberry Road,
making stops en route. Special on-call trips via the
municipal side roads will be handled when possible.
Please call the Museum Desk (10-4) at 244-7800 for
further information. Screened volunteers will drive.
Rider donations are greatly appreciated.

—Phil Whitney, President
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Milestones
Deaths: Paul DePalmer, 6/20

Weddings: Margaret Griset & Chris Sullivan, 6/21
(Margaret is Charlotte Harlan’s grandniece)

Miscellaneous: New CIRT tenant Michael Justa ar-
rives at Rice House, 6/13 (his wife, Kinsey, to follow)

Two new CIRT affordable rental homes barged to GCI
and erected behind Cranberry House, w1th extensive
media coverage, 6/17-18

News of Cranberry House and the GCI Historical Society, #29, Summer 2014 « www.gcihs.org



President’s Message

The very long winter and very short spring resulted
in delays in construction and maintenance projects
around Cranberry Island, including at Cranberry
House. When warm weather finally did arrive, it was
accompanied by an explosion of activity along the
Cranberry Road. (See Separate Article.)

The spring season, although most welcome when it
finally arrives, also brings considerable stress to work-
ers and volunteers at Cranberry House. Many delayed
projects must be completed, often by the Memorial
Day Weekend, when the museum and café open for the
season. Personnel are often stretched to the limit, due
to other personal and professional commitments, and
our seasonal support volunteers and paid staff have not
yet arrived to help lessen the workloads. But somehow
we always manage to persevere and get most projects
completed relatively on time. Our various subcom-
mittees have met throughout the winter, many who
were away participating by teleconferencing, to move
forward our many projects and plan for the challenges
ahead, both short and long term. The subcommittees
include: Operations, Finance, Publications, Archives,
Events, and two new committees: Public Relations and
Stanley Cemetery Preservation.

We were confronted with two major challenges this
coming season: The new CIRT affordable housing con-
struction project, which accesses the housing sites via
our parking lot, was scheduled for completion in June,
just prior to Cranberry House activities shifting into
high gear. Many heavy trailer trucks, cranes, concrete
trucks, and other construction equipment needed to
transit through the parking lot, and oftentimes to park
there, due to parking space limitations at the site. How-
ever, the two houses are now in place, and the worst

is behind us. Also, this spring we were notified our
insurance coverage for the Cranberry Explorer Golf
Cart Shuttle had been cancelled, due to the insurance
company reducing its presence in Maine. Many, many
hours were spent by several volunteers searching New
England and the East Coast before successfully finding
a company willing to insure our community non-profit
shuttle operation. (See Separate Article.) It goes with-
out saying that we (most of the time) enjoy our work
around the Cranberry House property—but there were
some sleepless nights. ’

There have been some gradual changes and improve-
ments at Cranberry House for the coming summer
season. Jim Singerling donated a flat screen 55” televi-
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sion which was mounted on the wall in the Arts Cen-
ter. It can show high definition and 3D programming.
We anticipate using it for special showings, and also
for expanding our ‘Wall of Fame’ viewing of former
year-rounders and prominent summer residents. The
television will display multiple screen images during
business hours which will rotate gradually to continu-
ally show new photos. Chicken wire was placed on all
the bog bridges on the Whistler Cove Trail to reduce
slippery conditions during wet weather. Benches were
placed adjacent to the larger pond for picnicking and
wildlife viewing. The Preble Cemetery was mowed by
Tiffany Tate, which greatly enhanced the attractive-
ness of the grounds. The Museum Receptionist sum-
mer staff will include Chris Johnston (M-W-F), Gail
Grandgent (T-Th), Nancy Wood (Sat), and Katherine
Whitney (Sun.) We welcome several new volunteers
to our organization, including Tom and Becca Powell,
David Ferreira, and Mike Justa, We also added the
Stanley Cemetery Preservation Committee under the
sponsorship of GCIHS, whose new members include,
but were not limited to, Patty Pinkham, Ralph Stan-
ley, Louise Millar, and Susan Michalski. We continue
to landscape the grounds behind Cranberry House, to
make the area more attractive and more easily walk-
able. Finally, the café is in gradual transition this year,
with new chef Cezar Ferreira easing into the operation
as Karin Whitney gradually retires.

Our Annual Meeting this year will be on Wednesday,
August 13, 7:30 pm, at Cranberry House.

We continue to encourage members and visitors to
support Cranberry House, and the many activities and
programs it offers, by generously donating towards its
continued operation. Costs continue to rise, and we
must constantly review our organizational planning

to make every donated dollar count. I encourage your
generosity as much as possible this season, either by
contributing via our “Friends of Cranberry House”
program, or simply dropping a donation in one of the
jars when you visit us. I look forward very much to
seeing you on the ‘Property’ this summer, and hope
you will enjoy your experiences .at Cranberry House as
much as we do.

—Phil Whitney, President
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