Winter 1s here. With short days and long nights, we
celebrate its holidays with children and lights. It’s a
quiet time of nostalgia for some, but wonder and
boundless energy for others. This year Great
Cranberry celebrates with eight children (and one on
the way). Enough to reopen Longfellow School next
Fall? Definitely enough to brighten our days as they
skate, ski, and stomp about in the glistening brittle
cold that transforms the island.

A Mother’s Gift. At a recent archives meeting, we
discovered a marvelous present from a mother to her
child at the close of the 19th century. For
Christmas1893, Sarah Bunker Bulger (1851-1924)
gave her infant son, Ralph Preston “Benny” (1892-
1981), an elegant red and gold scrapbook filled with
colorful graphics clipped from greeting cards,
advertisements, and flora and fauna prints (GCIHS
2014.272.2050).

Sarah and George Warren
Bulger (1854-1920) married
December 3, 1877, and their
only child was born in
January, 15 years later. Some
of you remember Benny was
cousin to Charlotte Harlan's
mother, and lived in the back
of the Comiskey house across
from Bunker Cemetery. A
decade and a half into the 21st
century, Sarah’s gift keeps giving. The banner above
shows four of her Christmas cards, and reminds us
to cherish time with little ones on our laps who
gleefully pat the pages of picture books and form
words for the first time. ~ Anne Grulich, Editor

Sledding and Skating ’70s Style
~ Gretchen Westphal

Schoolhouse Hill. This short, somewhat steep hill is
about half-a-mile up Cranberry Road from the dock.
“Somewhat steep” means the hill is steep enough
that little kids usually have to get off of their bikes
and walk the rest of the way up the hill. (Ha, little
did we kids of the ’70s imagine that fifty years later
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we’d have this same problem with the hili!)

The bottom of the hill starts by the tennis court,
across from the Little house and the intersection of
Harding Point Road. The namesake for Schoolhouse
Hill is the Donald family’s white clapboard house
with green trim at the crest of the hill. It used to be a
schoolhouse. To verify this and check on a few other
facts, I consulted one of our elders, Gaile (Bunker)
Colby. She said that her father, Lyndon “Tud”
Bunker attended that school, as did our one-time,
sister-postmistresses Margie (Bulger) Phippen and
Hilda (Bulger) Spurling.

Gaile remembers back when she was eight, “We all
went sledding down Schoolhouse Hill, even the
adults. When you live on an island you have to make
your own fun.”

Schoolhouse Hill was a quick, fun ride down and
not too hard to walk back up. We were fortunate that
Harding Point Road comes out near the base of the
hill. The streetlight there made for more fun
sledding after supper.

(Continued on page 4)
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Notes of Appreciation

The Historical Society wishes to thank the following

» Jesse Jameson—For being there whenever needed
» Chris Johnston and Jim Singerling—For signifi-
cant donations supporting design research for
Cranberry House expansion _
» Chris Johnston, Bruce Komusin, Nancy Wood,
Karin Whitney—For extensive hours volunteered as
museum receptionists this Summer

» Pete Buchsbaum—For his Summer series of guided
nature trail walks to Whistler Cove

Milestones

Passings:

Malcolm Donald—9/20/14
Annie Alley—9/22/14
Michael Baldwin—11/3/14

individuals for their special support in recent months:

» Blair Colby—For moving the lobster boat High
Hopes from Kane house to Cranberry House

» Ric & Ingrid Gaither, Cari Alley, Kelly Sanborn—
For hosting a Halloween party at Cranberry House

» Wini Smart Quackenbush—For donating her
painting Dancing Rock, Baker Island, and limited

edition print Fireweed, Baker Island

Virginia Murray—12/2/14

Transitions:
Wini Smart retired from the Board in August.

The Gaithers and Walls moved to new CIRT houses.
Tiffany Tate moved into the Kane house.

Birthdays: Richard and Kitty Pierson turned 85

Jessica Duma, Island Fellow, arrived in September.

Friends Keep Cranberry House Alive. Friends receive this newsletter, 10% store and event
discount, and free reprint of an historic photo. Become an annual Friend ($25), Family Friend ($50), or give
more to support an existing program or one you propose. A heartfelt thanks to the folks below who renewed in
2014. Names with asterisks are 2013 friends. We hope everyone renews in 2015.

Alley, Richard & Stefanie
Alson, Dr. Allan & Sue Ann Glaser
*Appell, Frederick Jr.

Astor, St Foundation

Atlee, Dick & Sarah Corson
Avery, Richard & Marianne
Axelrod, Ron & Emily

Bailey, Patricia

Bennett, Nancy N.

Bertles, Helen Bradley James
Bradley, Philip & Julie

Bradley, Katherine

Brawner, Jim & Julie

- Brooks, Nancy

Brunault, Ruth

*Bryan, Ashley

*Buchsbaum, Peter & Elaine
Bunker, Allison & Mary Anne
Bunker, David & Wendy Rackliff
*Butt, Charles

*Byington, Whitney Carter
*Cleveland, Gail Colby Gaile
*Cole-Will, Rebecca
Comiskey, Elsa R.

*Corley, Karl & Mary
Corson,Neil & Candace
Cowles Dr. Alan

*Cox, Richard

*Craig, Karen

*Cranberry Club, Ms. Lawrie Harris
*Donald, Peter

*Dunbar, Charles & Nelia
Dunn, Eric & Susan
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Dwelley, Shirley

*Eager, Liza

*Encarnation, Dennis & Kathryn
Graven

*Farley, Gary W.

Fernald, Anna Fitch Dorothy
Peterson

Freeman, Ruth F. Robin
French, John A

*Froehlich, Shannon & Scott
Fuers, Richard G. Jr. & Joanne
*Garnett, Jim & Gigi

*Garrett, Sylvia

*Gertmenian, Jim & Susan King
Gibbs, Juliet G

*Goldberg, Mark

Guth, Polly W.

Hall, Margaret

Harlan, George Jr. & Charlotte
Harri, Nancy

Hartley, Holly

Hartley, Grace

Hinnant, Miriam D.
Hogg-Chapman, Cheryl
Holland, Thomas & Linda
Hook, Janet A.

*Ingham, Jim & Cathy
Jackson, Mr. & Mrs. Orton P.
Jeffries, Mary Beth

Johnston, Chris Johnston
Jordan-Fernald

Kane, Cap & Anne Eldridge
Keegin, Stafford & Susan

Kinsley, Rona

Komusin, Bruce
Kuczynski, John I.

*La Montagne, Deborah D.
Liebow, Dr. Paul

*Lim, Chong & Judith
*Little, David & Mikki Jones
Little, Carl & Peggy Beaulac
Lyman, Susan J.

Lyman, Lincoln & Ruth
*Macfarlan, Michael D.
*Madara, Ted & Linda
*Marshal, Maurice Joseph
McShea, Naomi

Methot, Janice

Miles, Robert & Nancy
Millar, Louise

*Moore, Nancy Hadlock
Moore, Caryll (Beal)

Moss, Jan

Mountain, Ronald P.

Murch, Creighton B. & Janice A.

Smith

Murray, Virginia & Family
Neilson, Janneke Seton
Neilson, Emily W.

Nelson, Dale & Kitty
Nevius, Mary

Nevius, John G.

Newell, Morrison & Johnna
*Newman, Jarvis & Susan
*Noble, Edna S.

Noether, Audrey
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*Olson, John & Elin Blakstad
Oppenheimer, Jonathan & Jennifer
Oppenheimer, Jennifer

Ott, Marvin & Emiline

*Pagels, Capt. Steve

*Pew, Arthur E. 1l & Judith
Pierson, Dr. & Mrs. Richard N.
Pinkham, Patricia M.

*Polky, Adrien & Diane
*Polshek, James & Ellyn

Pratt, David & Elisabeth
Quackenbush, Fred & Wini Smart
Raup, Henry A.

*Rich, Louise Spurling
*Richardson, Amy & Christina
Richman, Michael

Roberts, Owen & Janet
*Robinson, John & Barbara
*Rodiger, Georgiana

*Rome, Abigail

Rome, Dan & Cindy

Rome, Nathan & Bonnie Alpert
*Saltonstall, David

*Sanborn, Beverly

Schmidt, Kenneth

Seanor, Jean Perry

Selim, Terek & Elizabeth Shaw
Shaw, S. Parkman Jr.
*Shoemaker, Paul & Susanne
*Shorey, Joan

*Silvers, Damon

Singerling, Jim & Molly
*Singerling, Chris

*Singerling, Abigail
*Singerling, Hannah

Smart, Winifred

Smith, Peyton & Megan
Southwest Harbor Historical Soc.
Spencer, June B.

Spurling, Leslie & Norma

St. Germain, Robert & Lucille
*Stanley, Ralph & Marion
*Sullivan, Richard & Ann
*Taylor, Clay

*Trotter, Mike & Sue

*Twist, Brendan & Laura
*Tyrrell, John & Veronica
*Uihlein, Lynde B.

*Valenta, Jerry

Wadsworth, Laurie

Wallace, William & Lena May
Wallace, Mary

*Ward ,Rodman & Susan
Watson, Thomas & Leslie
*Westphal, Ruth

*Westphal, Gretchen
*Whaley, Susan

*Wheland, Dylan

*White, Chris & Susan
Whitney, Phil & Karin
*Whitney-Blake, Judith Judy
*Williamson, Mark & Sarah
Wilson, James & Jane
Wimer, Rodney & Donna Sonday
*Wood, Cameron & Nancy
*Yorke, Robert & Judith
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President’s Message

In 2014 Cranberry House experienced its busiest
season in seven years of operation. Attendance records
were broken, the usual wide assortment of events and
activities was provided, and a number of changes
involving people and operations were implemented.

Much was accomplished around the property. The
Affordable Housing Project was completed, returning
Cranberry House parking and traffic to normal.
Landscaping the two acres of woodlands was
completed after several years’ effort, resulting in a
scenic and walkable forest. Landscaping was
completed around the larger pond. Minor tree
blowdowns were cleared, brush piles burned, and
driveway washouts repaired. The Shaw Cabin trim
lines were painted to match the surrounding buildings.
Two café screen doors were installed. A new flat
screen TV/DVD player was installed in the Arts
Center. Installation of chicken wire on the Whistler
Cove Trail bog bridge was completed and unsecured
bog bridges were repaired. New green trail signs for
both the Whistler Cove and Preble Cemetery
entrances were erected.

New initiatives included extending service through
September of the highly successful Cranberry
Explorer Shuttle. (See separate article.) The classic
lobster boat High Hopes was rescued from gradual
deterioration and placed on display near the large
pond. It is beautifully decorated with white Christmas
lights for the season. Plans call for completing some
cosmetic work on the boat next Spring and scheduling
programs with a lobsterman discussing the history of
lobstering and demonstrating how the job is
performed today with the boat as prop. We also hope
to acquire ducks and fish for the pond. We have
initiated research into expanding the Cranberry House
building to house our growing collection of large and
small artifacts and permit display of many more items
in a sheltered environment. Finally, we are
investigating other capital improvements on the
property, such as installing a more efficient heating
system, adding ceiling insulation, and planning for
anticipated roof repairs.

Two new subcommittees were established. The
Committee to Preserve the Stanley Cemetery on
Bulger Hill oversaw the restoration of the Stanley
Cemetery. Donations were received under the non-
profit, tax-deductible GCI Historical Society
umbrella. (See separate article). The Publicity
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Committee is tasked with promoting Cranberry House
and its activities on a year-round basis. We welcomed
Jim Singerlng and Neal Corson to the Board of
Trustees. The Hitty Café transition went well. Cezar
Ferreira took over management as Karin Whitney
eased out, looking forward to a well-deserved rest
after four and a half years at the helm.

The Museum broke attendance records with 3,840
visitors. The friendly and professional receptionist
staff of Chris Johnston, Gail Grandgent, Nancy Wood,
Katherine Whitney, Karin Whitney, and Bruce
Komusin informed and entertained the visitors,
helping make their visits more memorable. The Arts
Center hosted the majority of our 208 events,
meetings, and programs. Donna Sonday and Rodney
Wimer continued to maintain the lawns and gardens in
beautiful condition. Peter Buchsbaum’s Whistler Cove
Trail nature walks remained as popular as ever. Karin
Whitney loaned her Plymouth sedan to Cranberry
House for the Summer season for use by employees
and guests when the Shuttle was not readily available.

GCIHS, in conjunction with the Island Institute and
College of the Atlantic, began sponsorship of a two-
year Island Fellow this Fall. Jessica Duma arrived
September Ist, and is living on Great Cranberry. She
will research the history of farming on the Cranberry
Isles and work with the school children to promote
organic subsistence farming on the islands. She will
also participate in the GCIHS archives and events
committees. We are very pleased to have Jessi on our
team. (See separate article.)

As we end one year and begin another, I want to
express my heartfelt thanks to the many volunteers,
both year-round and seasonal residents, who have
supported the Cranberry House in so many ways. The
shuttle drivers, receptionists, members of committees,
Board of Trustees, and those who helped out on
special projects and events all make the Cranberry
House the fine community institution it is. I want to
single out Bruce Komusin for special recognition and
thanks. Bruce’s tireless efforts and exceptionally
generous contributions over the past ten years to
establish Cranberry House and sustain its mission of
public service have contributed immensely to the
entire island and helped to make it a great place to live
and work. I salute Bruce - and all of you. It has been
a pleasure to work with you in 2014. ~ Phil Whitney
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